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Concerning the right of Biſhops 


to fitin Parhament, May” 
21. 16 41. 


My Lords. 


» Shall take the boldnefle to ſpeake a word 

or twwoupon this ſubje& , firſt as it isin 

it ſelfe, then as it is in theconſequenct: 

LR For the former, I think hee is a great 

ſtranger in Antiquity, that 1s not well acquainted 
with that of their fitting here, they have done thus, 
and in this manner, almoſt fince the conqueſt; and 
by the ſame power and the ſame right the other 
| Peeresdid, and your Lordfhips now doe, and to be 
put from this their due, fo much their due, by fo 
many hundred yeeres ſtrengrthned and mn 
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and that without any offence, nay, pretence of any, 
ſeemes to _mce to bce very. ſeyere; it it be jus, I dare 
boldly ſay it is ſummun. Thar this hinders their Ec- 
clefiafticall vocation, an argument I heare much of, 
hath in my apprebenſion more of ſhadow then ſub. 
ſtance in it: if this be areaſon, ſureT am ir might 
have been one fix hundred yeers ago. 

A Biſhop,my Lords, is not ſo circumſcribed with- 
in the circumference of his Diocefle, that his ſome. 
times jabſen V's tarrhed\np not in the moſt 
arid ue) or hibdemiice of his duty, no 
more then that of a Lievtenant from his County, 
they both. have their ſubordinate Miniſters , upon 
wh their influences fall, though-the diſtance bee 
remote no ec 5 

Beſides , my Lords, the leffer mult yield tothe 
greater good; romakewholſome and good Lawes 
for the happy and well regulating of Church and 
Common wealth], is certainly more advantagious 
ro both, then the want of the perſonall execution of 
their office, and that bur once in three yeeres, and 
then peradventure but a month or two,can be preju- 
dicall rocither. I will goe no further toprove this, 
which-ſo long experience hath done fo fully, ſo des 
monſtratively. | 5301-30017 

And: now'my Lorcs ,' by your Lordſhips good 
leave, I ſhall fpeake tothe conſequence as it refiets 
both on your Lordihips, and my-Lords the Biſhops, 
Dangers and'inconveniences are ever beſt prevented 
& longrnquo ,- this preſident comes neere to your 
Lordſhips, the bill indeed hath a dire&t aſpe&t. only 
'pon them , but an oblique one upon your Lord - 

hips, and ſuch a one, that wuraro nomine de 40- 
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bis; Pretetices/are;never wanting, nay, ſometimes 
the greateſt eviils.appeare in the moſt taire and ſpe- 
cious outfides , witnefle the Shipmony, the moſt 
abominable, the moſt illegall thing that ever was, 
and yet [this] was .paifted -over: with colour of 
the Law, what Bench is ſecure, if toalleage bee to 
convince , and which of your Lordfhips can ſay 
that hee ſhall continue a member of: this houſe, 
when at one blow ſ1xand twenty are cut off : It then 
behoves the Neighbourto locke about him cuae pro- 
ximns ardet Vealegon. 

And for the Biſhops, my Lords,tn what condi- 
tion will you leave them * The Houlſe' of Com- 
mons repreſents the meane(t perſon, fo did the 
Maſter his Slave , but they have none to doe fo 
much for them, and what juſtice can tic them to 
the obſervation of thoſe Laws , to whole conſtitu- 
tion they give no conſent; the wiſdome of former 
times gave proxies unto this Houſe meerely upon 
this ground, that every one might have a hand inthe 
making of thar, which he had an Obligation to 0- 
bey : This Houſe could not repreſent, therefore 
proxies 1n room of perſons were moſt juſtly allowed. 

And now my Lords, before I conclude, beſeech 
your Lordihips to caſt your eyes upon the Church, 
which I know is moſt deare and render to your 
Lordihips, you will fee her ſuffer tn her moſt prmci- 
pa!l members, and deprived of that honour which 
here and throuztouvtall the Chriſtian World ever 
livce Chi:{tianiry ſhe conſtantly hath enjoyed, for 
what Nation or Kingdome ts there in whoſe great 
and publique afl.mblics, and that from her begin- 
ning ; (hee had not ſoine of hers, if I may 
cot fay as eſſentialt, I am fure | may fav as in- 

tegrall 


tegrall parts thereof, and truly my*Lords, Chrifti- 
anitie cannot alone boaſt of this; or challeng it one- 
lyas hers, even Heatheniſme claimes an equal! 
(Hare, | 

T never read of any of them, Civiſl or Barbarous, 
that gave not thus much to their Religion, ſo that it 
ſeemes to me to have noother originall, to flow from 
no other ſpring , than nature it ſelfe. 

But I have done,and will trouble your Lordſhips 
n0 longer , how it may ſtand with the honour ard 
juſtice of this houſe to paſſe this Bill, moſt humb- 
bly ſubmit unto your Lordſhips, the moſt proper 
nd only Judges of them both, 
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THE SE COND SPEECH 


About the lawfulneſſe and 


conveniencie of their interm edling 
in Temporall Afaires. 


My Lords. 


42+ Shall not ſpeake to the preamble 
1g Sy of the Bill ar Biſhops and Clergy 
W421 [29 men ought not to intermeddle in 
Wo He2 temporall affaires. For, truly , My 
U Atts Lords, I cannot bring itunder any 
reſpeR robeeſpoken of, Ovght is a 

word. of relation ,* and muſt either refer ro Hu- 
mane or divine Law : to prove the lawfulneſſe 
of their intermedling by the former, would bee 
to. no more purpoſe, then to labour to convince 
that by reaſon, which is evident to ſenſe. It is by 
all acknowledged, The unlawfulnefle by the later, 
the Bill by no means admits of, for, it excepts 
Vaniverſities and ſuch perſons as ſhall have honour 
deſcend upon them. And your Lordſhips know, 
that circumſtance and chance alter not the nature 
and effence of a thing, nor can except ay par- 
ticular from an univerſall propoſition by God 
himſelfe delivered. I will therefore take theſe two 
as granted , firſt that they ought by our Law toin- 
termedle in Temporal! affarres, ſecondly,that from 
doing ſo they are not inhibited by the Law of 
God, it leaves itat leaſt asa thing indifferent, And 


now my Lords, to apply my ſelfe to the buioefle 
o 


OS ON. 
of the day1 ſhall conſiler the cdnvenienciean3thar 
in the ſeverall habirudes rhereof, byt, very briefely , 
firſt in that which ic hath to them meerely as men, 
qua tales,then as parts of the Commmonweale, Thirc- 
ly, from the beit manner of 'conftituring Laws, and 
laſtly, from the practice of all times both Chriſtian 

and Hearhen, RNs 
Homo ſum nibil bumanum a me al:enum pu:o , was 
indeed the ſaying of the Comedian, bur it mighr 
well have becom'd the mouth of the greateſt Phi- 
loſopher. We alow to ſenſe, all rhe works and ope- 
rations of ſenſe, and ſhallwee reſtrain reaſon « Muſt 
onely man bee hindred from his proper aCtions 2 
They are moſt fit ro doe reaſonable things thar are 
moſt reaſonable, For, Science commonly is accom. 
panied with conſcience, ſo 1s not ignorance : they 
ſeldome or never meete. And why thouldwee take 
that capacity from them , which' God' and nature 
have fo liberally beſtowed ? F.-1; 
My Lords, the politike body of rhe Common- 
wealth is analogicall to-the body naturall * every 
member in that contributes ſomething to the pre: 
ſervation of the whole , the ſuperfluity or defe&t 
which hinders the performance of that duty , your 
Lordſhips know what the Philoſopher calls, 
&ahar 735 ev74us Natures finne. And truly my 
Lords, to bee part of che other body, and doe no- 
thing beneficiall thereunto, cannot fall under a 
milder terme. The Common-wealth ſubſiſts by 
Jawes and their execution; and they that have nei- 
ther head in the making, nor hand in the executing 
of them, conter not any thing tothe being or well 
being 


beingthereof.And can ſuch be called members unleſs 
moſt unprofitable ones? only fruges conſumere nati. 

Me thinks it ſprings from nature it ſelfe, or the 
very depths of juſtice, that none ſhould be tyed by 
other lawes then himſelfe makes, for, what more natu- 
rall or juſt, then to he bound onely by his own conſent? 
to be ruled by an others will is meerly tyrannicall. Na- 
ture there ſuffers violence , and man degenerates into 
beaſt, The moſt flouriſhing Eſtates were ever governed 
by Laws of an univerſall conſtitution ; witneſfle this 
our Kingdom, witnefle Sexatus Poprluſy, Romanus, the 
moſt glorious Common. wealth that ever was, & thoſe 
many others in Greece & el{where of eternal] memory, 

Some things, my Lords,are ſo evident in themſelves 
that they are difficult in their proofs, Amongſt them I 
reckon this converencie I have ſpoken of: I will there- 
fore uſe but aword or two more in thisway. The long ex 
perience.thatal Chriſtendom hath had hereof for theſe 
1300 yeets, 1s certainly, argumentum ad hominew. Nay 
my Lords I will goe further (for the ſame reaſon runs 
through all Religions) never was thereany Nation that 
imployed not their religious men in the greateſt affairs. 
But to come to the buſines that now lies before your 
Lordſhips. Biſhops have voted heere ever ſince Parlia- 
ments began, and long before were imployed in the 
publique. The good they have done your Lordſhips all 
well know, and at this day enjoy:for this I hope ye will 
not put them our, nor for the evill they may do,which 
yet your Lordſhips doe not know, and I am confident 
never ſhall ſuffer. A poſition ought not to be deſtroyed 
by a ſuppoſition, & 4 poſſe ad eſſe non valet conſequentia. 
My Lords I have done with proving of this poſitively, 
T ſhall now by your good favours do it negatively in 

B an- 
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(8) 
anſwering ſome inconveniences that may ſeem to ariſe, 

For the Text, No man that wars intangles himſelfe 
with the affairs of this life , which is the full ſenſe of 
the word both in Greek and Latine, itmakes not at all 
againſt them , except to intermeddlc and intangle bee 


rermes equivalent, Beſides my Lords,though this was 


direQed toa Church-man, yet it isof a geiierall na- 
cure and reaches to all,Clergy and Laity , as the moſt 
learned and beſt expoſitors unanimouſly doe agree, To 
end this, Argumenum ſymbolicum non eft argumttarroum, 
Ir may be ſaid that it is inconſiſtent with a ſpiritual! 
vocation; Truly my Lords,Grace and nature are in ſome 
reſpe&ts incompoſſible,but in ſome others moſt harmo 
niouſly agree,it perfects nature,& raiſes it toa beighth 
above the common alricude, and makes it molt fit for 
thoſe great works of God himſclfe, to make lawes, to 
doe Juſtice. There is then no inconſiſtency betwene 
themſc lies, it muſt ariſe out of Scripture , I amconfi- 
dent it doth not formally out of any place there, nor 
did] ever meet with any learned writer of theſe or o- 
ther times that ſoexpoundedany Text. 

Bur though inſtri& rermes this be not inconſiſtent, 
yet it may peradventure »hinder the duty of their other 
calling. My Lords, there is not any that fits heere, 
more for preaching then I am I know it is the ordina- 
ry mea 1s to ſalvation, yet, I likewiſe know, there is not 
thar full neceſſity of itas was in the primitive times. 
God defend that x 600, yeers acquaintance ſhouJd 
make the Goſpell of Chriſt noberter known unto us, 
Neither, my Lords, doth their office meerely & whol- 
ly confiſt in preaching , bur partly in thar, partly in 
praying and adminiſtring the bleſſed Sacraments, 1n a 
godly and exemplary life, in wholfome admonitions,in 

EX» 
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exhortations to vettue,dehortations from vice,and part- 

ly incaſing the burthned conſcience, Theſe my Lords 

compleate the office of a Churchman, Nor are they 

altogether tyed to time or place, though I confeſle 

they are moſt properly exerctſed within their own verg, 
except upon good occaſion, nor then the omiſſion of 
ſome can be termed the breach of them all. ] muſt add 
one more,an effentiall one, the very forme of Epiſcopa- 
cy that diſtinguiſheth it from the inferionr Miniſtery, 
the orderly and good government of theChurch, and 
how many of theſe, I am ſure,not the laſt , my Lords,is 
interrupted by their ſirting here, once 1n 3 yeers, and 
then peradventure 'but a very ſhort time: and can there 
be a greater occaſion than the common- good of the 
Church and State? I wil tell your Lordſhips what the 
great and good Emperout Conſtantine did, in his expe- 
ditionagainſt the Perſians, he he2 his Biſhops with him 
whom he conſulted about his military affairs, as Ewſe- 
biu has it in his life, (,4,c.56. 


Reward and puniſhment are the great negotiators in 0.4. 


all worldly buſineſſes ; theſe roay be ſaid ro make the 

Biſhops ſwim againſt the ſtreame of cheir confciences, 
and may not the ſame be ſaid of the Laitys Have theſe 

nO operations, bur onely upon them * Has the King 
neither frowne, honour, nor offices, but onely for Bi. 
ſhops? Is there nothing that anſwers their tranſlations: 

Indeed my Lords,l muſt needs ſay, that in charity it 

1s a ſuppoſirion not to bee ſuppoſed, no nor in reaſon, 
that they will go againſt the light of their underſtan- 
ding, The holineſle of their calling, rheir Knowledge, 
their freedome from paſsions and affe&tions ro which 
youth is very obnox1ous, their vicinity to the gates of 
death , which, though nor ſhut to any, yer Gaorrs 
ſtan 
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(10) SS 
ftand-wide open: to old age theſe; my-Lords, will 
ſure!y make them ſteerearight/t 11 2 01G 5, 

 Burof matter of fa& there is nodiſputation, ſome 
of them have done ill, Crimine ab uno diſce omnes, isa 

| pan nota logicall argument, Some of the-Judges 
ave done ſo,ſomeof the Magiftrates,and Officers, and 
ſhall there be rherefore.neither Judge, Magiſtrate, nor 
Officer more,z'Aperſonall crime goes not beyond the 
perſon that commits it,nor can an others fault be mine 
offence; Tf they have contracted any filth or corruption 
through their owne or the vice of the times, cleanſe and 
purge them throughly : Burt ſill remember the grear 
difference between reformation and extirpation, And 
bee pleaſed to'thinke of your Trienniall Bill which 
will fave you this labour for the time to come; feare of 
puniſhment will keepethem ia order,if they ſhould not 
themſelves through the love of vertue. I havenow my 
Lords according tomy poorefability, both ſhewed the 
conveniences, and anſwered thoſe inconveniences that 


| 'ſeemeto make againſt them. I ſhould now propoſe 


thoſe that make for them, As their falling into a condi- 
tion worſe'then ſlaves, not repreſented by any, and then 
the dangers and inconveniences that may happen to 
your Lordſhips; 'butI have done this heretofore and 
will notoffer your Lordſhips, Crameben bis coltam. 


FINIS. 


